Junior Report 2011
Over the past year we have seen juniors both past and present maturing and developing into fine tennis players and also giving something back to tennis. Tristram Walsh has been in our coaching programme along with his sister for the past 9 years and has been helping on a Friday evening as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award. Tristram enjoyed working with the children so much that he has just taken his level one coaching and at present also helps with the first lesson on a Saturday morning because it’s fun!
Sarah Barthorpe has again been a great support over the year helping on numerous occasions with open days and is always willing to take on extra sessions and responsibilities; she is a great asset for the club and a wonderful friend.
This year Robert Tobin also took his level one in June and has now been helping me for over a year since my daughter Sarah went off to university. Rob has been absolutely brilliant over the year, covering on occasions when our young helpers haven’t been available and I have to confess, to him nearly always getting to Saturday tennis before me. Well he does get up before I’ve gone to bed.  Hopefully Rob will continue with me and I believe he hopes to take his level 2 next year – good luck with that Rob.
It is with great pride to see our youngsters moving into adult tennis and our mini players continuing into junior tennis. Also of the current 150 tennis club members, I’ve coached or am currently coaching about 112 of them.

Currently we coach 102 players at the club and a further 48 at after school clubs.
Below are a few highlights over another successful season for the younger members of the tennis club:

November:
Girls win the U18 Halstead League (run every term now) for the third time. 
December:
Christmas party held at the Snooker and Bowl with 40+ children



Attended an Equity in Coaching Course

January:
Attended a Strength and Conditioning Course (need some of this myself!)

February:
Coaching mini tots for a term – that was fun and interesting.

April:
Aegon Team Tennis begins.  We entered mixed teams in 8U,9U and boys teams in 12U and 14U groups.


Former club member Harry Wendelken played at the nationals’ 9U age group and finished third – fantastic achievement.


Attempted to get Cardio Tennis going at the club with Coach Kevin Martin but sadly this was cancelled.

May:
Girls win the U18 Halstead League for the fourth successive time.

June:
Charity day for our dear friend Jessica who would be proud of the tennis club efforts where we raised over £400 for the Bone Cancer Research Trust. Another big thank you to everyone involved.

July:
First tournament after all the Aegon matches draw to a close is a red event where Luke Marsh wins his first of two tournaments over the summer.

I managed the tennis team for St Edmunsbury at the Suffolk Youth Games where we finished second. Aaron Thorne, Sam Mc Donald, Aiden Petty and Cameron Larkin from Haverhill formed the boys’ part of the team with girls from Bury. Over 1000 children take part in this multi-sport event.

July:
Tom Marsh and Aiden Petty represent Haverhill at the county finals of the Road to Wimbledon event.  

Junior Open is held at Haverhill over a week long event where again numbers were low. (About 40 children took part)


The boys’ 14U team win their division in the Aegon Team Tennis League.

August:
Over July and August we run our holiday courses which again are poorly attended and lots of the lessons are cancelled.  Best attended day would have been the “Day Camp” but this was cancelled because of torrential rain – British summer you see!


Girls win the Halstead League for the 5th time in a row.  Team consists of Abi Cartwright –Thomas and Rachel Jeffs.

September:
First Aid course attended

October:
Play tennis style event held to try and boost numbers for coaching which were quite low in certain groups and also to publicise the tennis club.  Great day for the weather but the numbers were relatively low, but those there had a good day.


Tennis club backs the Echo campaign for getting the Olympic torch through Haverhill – looks like we may have swung it for Haverhill!!


Boys’ U18 team play their first fixture in the U18 Halstead League.  Team is impressively being run by junior Tom Marsh.

November:
Tom Marsh receives a medal from Tennis East for finishing second on the Suffolk leader Board for the summer 14U section – keep up the hard work Tom.

